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A Briefe account ot 


| SOME EXPRESSION 
* Saint cee 
HIS 


CRE E D: 


2 For the ſatisfaction of thoſe who think Gen 
ſlelyes thereby oblig d, to believe all things 


therein contain d to be abſol utely 
neceſſary-to SALVATION, 


_ As 
2 %- 
2 F _ 


"organs Ke. r 
* Robinſon, 1 66 3. 


briefe account of ſome Expreſtons in 
ArHANAs Ius hy Creed, Cc. 


= Oraſmuch as many who are ſufficiently con- 
vinc'd of the truth, are yet unſatis fi d as to 
the abſolute neceſßity of belei ving, all the Arti- 
cles of the Atbanaſian (reed ( which yet 
aſſages therein ſeem but too * Whoſcever wil be ſaved:b-ſe 
dogmatically to impoſe); I thought 5% Catbeldk Fa ther þ 
I might do a peice of acceptable ſet - Faithexcept every one do keep wi 
vice to endeavour to remove that mg. rv reg ge be ſha 
ſcruple, and thereby engage them the 2 74 — [alu 
more readily to conforme to the Li- % be alſo believe rightly in the i 
: carnation &c. This is the Cat 
turgy of our Church, In proſecution of 1;,,, Faith, lich cnc a mas 
which deſigne though I might take ve farkfuly he cannot be ſaved. : 
another coutſe, by demonſtrating that moſt thinzs in it are 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, yet Iſhall chule rather to 
ſhew, that our Church doth not propoſe that Creed to us 
as ſucb, becauſe that will be abundantly ſatis factory to 
all thole who are convinc'd of the truths it containes. 
Now chis I ſhall do in the/e three aſſertions, | 
1. That 


2 


(2) 

1. That our Church doth not require an explicite 

beliefe of all the Articles of that Creed, as abſolately 
nñeceſſary to Salvation. | 

2. That ic doth not require ſuch a beliefe of all things 
contain d inthe ApojHles (reed, though that be 
more ſimple, and receiv d by all that profeſſe them. 
ſelves Chriſtians. 

3. And laſtly, that the Articles of our ( burch give 
ſufficient teſtimony to my opinion, and to both the 
former aſſertions, upon w hich it is cheifiy built. 

And firſt of all, that our Church doth not require an 
explicite beliefe of all che Articles of Athanaſius his (reed 
as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, is evident from her 
formes of Baptizing both infants and adult perſon s. For ſhe 
there admits both ſorts to baptiſme (and conſequently 
to the hopes of Salvation) upon the profeſſion of the A. 
poſtles Creed, which is not ſo explicit as that of Athanaſi as. 
The ſtrength of which argument will more fully ap- 
E if we conſider the opinion the Church of England 

ath of Baptiſme , which is that it renders the baptiz d 

eine ors dear ty belowed b. Perſon 4 f (bild of God (and where 
ed e theſe — Gs forceof it is not voided by actuall 
tebody — 2 —— fin) an x undoubted Heire of Heav'n. 
bf Baptizing Infants and thoſe of For if it admits even adult perſons to 
iper years, the participation of chat Saptiſme 


* It i certaine by Gods Word 4 
n ie ( which it acknowledgeth to make 


— Rubr. of Pub- of Eternall Glory) and that too upon 


their 


Ming bef.re they commit aſtuall ſn them the Children of God 5 and Heires g 
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8 
their profeſſion of their beliefe of the Apoſtles Creed, 
then doth ir not require an explicit beliefe of Athanas 
ſius his, as abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. For as it is 
certaine, that the Apoſtles ¶ reed is not ſo explicitas that af 
Atbanaſius; ſo is it no leſſe, that no adult perſon can be a 
Hild of God and an Heire of Heav'n, without believing 
all thoſe things that arc «b/olutely neceſſary to Salvation. 
Let it therefore remaine as an undoubted truth, that our 
Church doth not requite an explicite beliefe of all che Arti- 
cles of Athanaſins his (reed as abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. But 

Secondly, Neither doth ſhe require ſuch a beliefe of all 

things in the Apoſtles (reed, though that be the more ſimple * 
and recen il by all that profeſſe themſelves Chriſtians; the 
( burch of England propoſing it not in all and every Article 
as abſolatelyneceſſary to be believ d, but as the Condition of 
that ( ommunion into which ſhe admits us upon tbe pro- 
feſSion of it. For 

r. Sherequires not any ſuch aſſent in the foremention'd | 
formes of Baptiſme, as wil be evident to any that 
fhall conſul them. 

2. If ſhe thought all thoſe Articles abſolutely nect f̃ary 
to be believd, ſhe could not make any diſtinction 
between them as to the neceſſity of believing them, 
becauſe there can be none in thoſe Articles which 
are av/olutely neceſſary to be believ d: But the 
Church makes ſuch a diſtinction between the /eves 

ral Articles of the Apoſtles (reed , calling ſome 


principall 


(4) 
principall and others not: The Minor is evident 
from the Church-(atechiſme, where after the reci- 
tation of the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, ſhe 
there demands of the ( atechumen what he doth 
chiefly learn inthe Articles of bis beliefe. And the 
Anſwer that is return d is no other than this, 


Firſt T learn. to believe in God the Father who bath 
made me and ali the world. 

Secondly in God the Son who hath redeemed me and 
all mankind. 

Thirdly in God the Holy Ghoſt who ſanfifieth me 
and all the elect people of God. 


3ly, She allowes of ſeverall interpretations of ſome 
Articles, and thoſe too guite different from one ano- 
ther, and cannottherefore be ſuppos'd,to propoſe 
all the Articles as abſolutely neceſſary to be belicy'd. 
For that which is ſuch, muſt beare the ſame ſenſe to 
all perſons, becauſe all men have the ſame concern- 
ments in what is abſolutely neceſſary to be believ d: 
Bur thoſe Articles which may be receiv'd with 
different imerpretations, cannot bear the ſame ſenſe 
to all perſons, and cannot. therefore be thought to 
be propos d as abſolutely neceſſary to be believ d. I 
inſtance in the Article of ( briſts deſcent into Hell, 
which it is notorious the Church of England al- 
lowes men to receive in /everall ſenſes; the moſt 
Conſiderable gembers thereof having deliver d diffe- 

rent 


2 
rent inter pretations; and that too without any cenſure 
from the Church for ſo doing. Thus the late 
Learned D' Hammond in his Prana Catechiſme 
underſtands by Chrifts deſcent into Hell, his conti- 
nuance for ſome time in the flate of the dead, and 
De Pearſon his deſcending into the common recepta- 
cle of departed Souls; vhil ſt others underſtand ic of 
his deſcent into hell properly ſo calld, eitherto triumph 
over infernall ſpirits as ſome, or as others for other 
reaſons, and yet all ofthem agrecably enough with 
the third Article of our Church, which only makes 
his deſcent into hell diſtin from his death and bu- 
riall, I conclude then that ( hrifts deſcent into hell, 
is not propos d to us to be believ'd as abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation; for if it were, it cannot be 
thought the Church would allow of fo many inter- 
pretations, and teceive thoſe into her communion 
who accept the Article in auy one. | 
Ay, and laſtly, There are many things in the (Creed, 
which are but circumflances of the Articles; as 
Chriſts (ſuffering ander Pontius Pilate, and tiſing 
the third day. For though thoſe circumſtances are 
ſer down ſo clearly in Scripture, that no man can 
doubt of them, and the beliefe of chem may be 
therefore exacted of us as the condition of our com- 
munion; yet can they not be thought to be abſc- 
lately neceſſary to be believ d. Becauſe the nor- 
believing- of what is ſuch, muſt neceſſarily damne 
| us, 


(6) 
us, which I ſuppoſe no man yet did ever affirme of 
the not believing thoſe circumſtances; provided the 
perſon not believing them, did believe the Articles 
themſelves , and was utterly unacquainted with 
thoſe circumſtances through no fault of bis at all. 
'Tis true, it is hard to ſuppole any ſuch igaorance 
among Chriſtians ; but the ſuppoſition however 
is not impoſſible, and for ought I know there may 
have bin ſuch ignorance in the late licentious 
times, when the Apoſtles (reed was turn'dout of 
the Church, and the Scriprure ſeldome tead in the 
Aſſemblies, The circumſtances then of the Articles 
are not abſolutely neceſſary to be believ d; and no 
man can think, this or any other Church ever pro- 

sd them as ſuch: eſpecially if he conſider, that 
the Papiſts themſelves are not ſo great impoſers, and 
accept their weak diſciples upon an implicit faith 
of their determinations. 
III. The third and laſt thing, upon which I ground 


my opinion, is the expreſſe words of one ofthe 3 9 A ticles. 
For in the eighth of thoſe 39, it is deliver d in expreſſe 
termes, that the three Creeds of the Church ought therefore 
thoroughly to be believ'd, becauſe they may be proy'd by moſt 
certain Warrant of Holy Scripture ; laying the neceſSity 
of our thoroughly believing them, not upon the ab/clute 
neceſſity of the things therein contain d, bur upon 
the certaine warrant they have from the Holy Scripture. 
But ſo is it neceſſary for me to believe that there Was 


ſuch 


(7) 


ſuch a man.as Solomon, and that he did ſometime determine 4 
nice caſubetween two harlots in Fudea, becauſe there is 
certain warrant both for the one and the other in Holy 
Scripture; and yet no man did ever affirme, that a man 
could not be ſav'd wichour believing them. | The diffe- 
rence between ſuch traths, and thoſe that are abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation is this: without a poſitive beliefe of 
the latter it is impoſſible to be ſav'd, whilſt the not believing, 
ea the dishbelieving of the former cannot prejudice me at 
all, unleſſe | have bin either ſlothfull in the enquiry after 
truth, or have refus d to give up my aſſent to it after it 
hath been duly propoſed to me. Dol then ſay that the 
three (reeds contain no other truths, than what I ma 
be ignorant of without the loſſe of eternall glory > Far 
be it from me ſo to affirme; for I believe the moſt things 
in each of them are ab/olately neceſſary to falvation , ſuch 
as I account the ſimple doctrine of the Trinity, the death 
and reſurrefion of ( brift &c; But this I fay, that there 
are ſomethings in thoſe (reeds, whichare not ab/olutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation ; and that our Church is ſo tender 
even in thoſe Articles it preſſes upon the (lergy , that it 
doth not diſtinguiſh between fundamentals and others, 
but recommends the creeds in the groſſe to be reeeiv d 
by all her children, wichout acknowledging any othet 
neceſſity ofthe beliefe ofthe vbole, than what ariferh from 
the certain warrant they have in the word of God, and a 
due propoſall of them to the underſtanding. The only 
thing that can be oljected againſt the precedent diſ- 


oourſe is, the foremention d paſſages in ſevetallplac 


Is 


C8) 


s of 

At hand ſi us his Creed, which ſeem to make th bele of 

chat nature, that a man cannot be ſav d without believing 
ir. But tothis L anſwer, 222 a 


T hat thaſe paſſages are no part of the Creed it ſelfo, 
and that it cannot be thought, our (barch inten- 
ded to burthen us with them; aſtet ſo great evi- 
dence as I have produce d to che conttary: It may 
more rationally be belie wid, that allowing) the 
Þbole doctrine tlietein contain d to be of rvery great 


importance, ſhe was um willing to put it in other 


termes than in thoſe. it had been tranſmitted to her, 
eſpecially having ſufficiently fortiſi d us .againſ? the 
barſhneſſe of the expreſſions. 10 


That moſt things in the Creed are abſelutely nereſſa 


ry to be belie vd, and that the reſt are ſo too after a 
due propoſall to the underſtanding; which few men 
can ſay hath been wanting in this Church of 
ours, where the Scriptures, wherein they are not 
obſcurely contain d, have been ſo duly read and 
explicated. I will conclude this briefe diſcourſe 
with a paſſage of D* Hammonds, and I do it the 
rather becauſe he is known to have been one of this 
Churches greateſt Champions. It is in his Treatiſe of 
Fundamentalls. c. 10. Set.3, © As forthe cenſutes 
*© annext to the Athanaſian(reed, 1. in the 2 
C that. except àæ man krep the Catbolique Faith (o 
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Let us therefore follow after the chings which make for 
peace and things wherewith one may edifie another. 


(9) 


but an explication or interpretation of ſome 
parts of it) Whole and undefiled, be ſhall doubtleſſe 
periſh everlaſtingly ] aly, In the middle Che that 


e vill be ſaved muſt thus think] and Lit ij neceſſary 


to everlaſting Salvation that he alſo believe rightly 
in the Incarnation &c. j And 3ly, in the end [this 
is the Catbolick Faith, which except a man believe 


** faithfully be cannot be ſav'd 1 I ſuppoſethey muſt 


be interpreted by their oppoſition to thoſe Heres 
ſies that had invaded the (hurch, and which 
were acts of carnality in them that broached , 
and maintained them , againſt the Apoſtolick 
Docty ine, and contradictory to that foundation 
which had bin reſoly'd on, as neceſſary to bring 
the world to the obedience of Chrift , and were 
therefore to be anathematix d after this manner 
and with deteftation branded and baniſhed out 
of the Church, Not that it was hereby defin'd 
to be a damnable ſin, to faile inthe underſtanding, 
or belie vingthe full matter of any of thoſe expli- 
cations, before they were propounded, and when 
it might more reaſonably be deem'd not to be 
any fault of the will, ro which this were impu- 
table. 
Rom. 14. 19. 
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